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one United Kingdom. Ireland was given representation in the
Westminster Parliament, and came under the Government of
the United Kingdom. It is unnecessary to record here the
story of the struggle of Irish nationalists to secure the inde-
pendence of Ireland] By the Government of Ireland Act,
1920, two legislatures were set up in Ireland, one for the six
Northern Counties (Ulster) and one for the twenty-six coun-
ties of Southern Ireland (Eire). By the Irish Free State Agree-
ment Act, 1922, Southern Ireland achieved what was later
called Dominion Status, and more recently (1949) Southern
Ireland has cut the remaining ties with the United Kingdom
and become the Republic of Ireland (Eire).
Northern Ireland (population 1,370,000) has remained
part of the United Kingdom. It elects twelve members to the
House of Commons at Westminster and in addition has its
own regional Parliament (the only regional parliament in the
United Kingdom) and Government. Certain powers are re-
served to the Parliament of the United Kingdom, e.g., the
Crown and'the succession, external affairs, defence, foreign
trade.
The Parliament of Northern Ireland is bi-cameral. The
lower house has fifty-two members, elected by adult suffrage,
and is known as the House of Commons. The upper house,
the Senate, has twenty-four members elected by the House of
Commons by proportional representation, together with the
Lord Mayor of Belfast and the Mayor of Londonderry. The
House of Commons, like its counterpart at Westminster, has a
maximum life of five years in normal times. Elected Senators
serve for eight years, half retiring every four years. A Prime
Minister and Cabinet form the Executive Government. The
Queen is represented by a Governor who summons, prorogues
and dissolves Parliament, and assents to legislation. Income
tax, surtax, and customs and excise are levied by the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer at Westminster, but a small range of